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of human dignity, and to the cause of world
peace. Not only has Ambassador Peacock
proven to be a true hero in Australia but also
a great friend to the American people through
his great efforts as Ambassador. On a per-
sonal level, I am blessed to consider him a
friend of many years, and I will miss his pres-
ence in our nation’s capital. His laugh, his
charm, and spirit has touched this city in so
many ways. He has had a profound effect on
Australia, America, and the world. I wish him
well on all of his new endeavors.
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Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is an
honor for me to rise today to pay tribute to an
outstanding individual and close personal
friend, James W. ‘‘Dub’’ Hayes of Whitesboro,
Texas, who died suddenly on October 3 of this
year. Dub was well-known and well-liked in
Whitesboro and Grayson County as a promi-
nent community leader who genuinely cared
about people. His influence will be felt for gen-
erations to come.

Dub was honored as Outstanding Citizen of
Whitesboro three times—in 1965, 1978, and
1994—a testimony to the contributions he
made to the life of his home town. At the time
of his death he was serving as a director of
the Grayson County College Foundation,
treasurer of Whitesboro Citizens for Excel-
lence in Education and a member of the
Whitesboro Economic Development Corpora-
tion Board of Directors.

He was an ardent proponent of education,
having served for 33 years as a Trustee of
Grayson County College and as past presi-
dent of the board. He served on the Board
from 1965, the year the school opened until
1997.

Dub also served as a charter member of the
Texoma Blood Bank Board of Directors, a
member of the Grayson County Airport Board
and the Texoma Regional Planning Commis-
sion, past president of the Chamber of Com-
merce, Rotary Club and Quarterback Club in
Whitesboro. Dub was active in the First Bap-
tist Church of Whitesboro, where he served for
many years as deacon, treasurer and Sunday
School teacher.

Dub and his brother, Ed, owned and oper-
ated a retail pharmacy business in Whitesboro
for 28 years. Dub also worked as a phar-
macist for 15 years at Wilson N. Jones Hos-
pital—and continued working until his death as
a relief pharmacist and consultant. Dub will be
lovingly remembered as one of those phar-
macists who was willing to get up in the mid-
dle of the night to fill prescriptions for those
who were sick.

He was a member of several professional
organizations, including the Grayson, Collin,
Cook Pharmaceutical Association, the Texas
Pharmaceutical Association, the Texas Society
of Hospital Pharmacists and the American So-
ciety of Hospital Pharmacists.

Born in 1925 in Whitesboro, the son of the
late James Albert Hayes and Ruth Cherry
Hayes, Dub graduated from Whitesboro High
School, attended North Texas Agricultural Col-
lege in Arlington and received his Pharmacy

degree from the University of Texas. He
served his county during World War II in both
the Pacific and European theaters. In 1949 he
married his wife of 50 years, Ruth Helen
Acker.

Dub is survived by his wife, Helen; three
children, Diane Hayes Gibson and her hus-
band, Mark; Dr. Jim Hayes of Dallas; and Bill
Hayes and his wife, Kelly; four grandchildren,
Laura and Robert Gibson and Sarah and
Charlie Hayes; brother, Ed Hayes, and his
wife, Pat; sister-in-law Marjorie Acker Laney
and her husband, Bobby; three nieces and
two nephews.

Mr. Speaker, Dub Hayes was a truly great
man who lived a life of devotion to his family,
his community, his church, and his profession.
He was a community leader who led an exem-
plary life—and he was loved by all who knew
him. We will miss him—but his memory will be
kept alive in our hearts and in our thoughts—
and his legacy will continue to be felt in
Whitesboro and Grayson County. Mr. Speak-
er, as we adjourn today for the last time dur-
ing this century, I ask my colleagues to join
me in paying our last respects to this out-
standing man and great American—James W.
‘‘Dub’’ Hayes.
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Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
announce the introduction of H.R. 3420, the
Telehealth Improvement Act of 1999. As we
are learning, telemedicine services can dra-
matically improve upon the range of health
care services available in medically under-
served areas through the use of telecommuni-
cations technologies and services. Telemedi-
cine can improve the delivery and access of
health care services, and is especially useful
when a patient needs a specialist who is un-
available in his or her area.

By relying on technologies ranging from
interactive video, e-mail, computers, fax ma-
chines, and satellites, patients will be able to
communicate with their doctors and receive
the health care they need regardless of their
physical location. These telemedicine tech-
nologies can be used to deliver health care,
diagnose patients, read X-rays, provide con-
sultation, and educate health professionals,
among other things.

Telemedicine services reduce the cost of
health care by increasing the timeliness of
care, reducing emergency transportation
costs, improving patient administration, and
strengthening the expertise available to pri-
mary-care providers. Telemedicine services
also help to bring services to medically under-
served areas in a quick and cost-effective
manner, and can enable patients to avoid trav-
eling long distances in order to receive access
to health care.

While the Balanced Budget Act of 1997 in-
cludes a provision that provides for some
Medicare reimbursement of telemedicine serv-
ices, the Health Care Financing Administration
(HCFA) has interpreted it too narrowly and as
a result, has severely limited the services

which are covered. The Telehealth Improve-
ment Act of 1999 will clarify the intent of Con-
gress regarding Medicare reimbursement for
telemedicine services and increases telemedi-
cine access to medically underserved areas.
This legislation makes improvements to the
way telemedicine services are currently regu-
lated and reimbursed through the Medicare
program, and applies to rural, underserved,
and frontier areas, including areas designated
as health professional shortage areas under
the Public Health Service Act.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues in the
House to support and cosponsor the Tele-
health Improvement Act of 1999. We must
continue to provide access to health care to
underserved areas and provide adequate re-
imbursement to the hospitals and providers
that are currently providing these services.
f
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Mr. WATKINS. Mr. Speaker, today I pay

tribute to the late D.R. Miller, known as ‘‘Mr.
Circus’’ to those who knew him best, for his
decades of service to his fellow citizens, and
for his lifetime of providing laughter and fun to
children of all ages.

D.R. Miller was born on July 27, 1916, in
Smith Center, Kansas. But it was Hugo, the
town in Oklahoma’s Third Congressional Dis-
trict that serves as the winter headquarters for
his Carson & Barnes Circus, that D.R. called
home.

D.R. Miller passed away on September 8,
1999, in McCook, Nebraska—the very town
where D.R.’s father and mother took D.R. and
his brother to see their first circus, on August
24, 1924.

In 1937, after numerous business ventures,
D.R., his father and brother, founded the
famed Al G. Kelly Miller Bros. Circus, adver-
tised as the 2nd Largest Circus in America,
and toured the U.S. for years. When Ringling
Bros. abandoned big top tents for buildings in
1956, the Al G. Kelly Miller Bros. Circus be-
came the World’s Largest Big Top Circus.

After several business and personal set-
backs in the 1960s and 70s, D.R. roared back
with the Carson & Barnes Circus, which grew
and evolved into the 5 Ring Extravaganza that
continues to entertain and amaze children of
all ages.

In addition to his founding of two circuses,
D.R. gave of himself to make this world a bet-
ter place. D.R. served his country as a proud
member of the Army’s 273rd Artillery Division
during World War II. He founded the Endan-
gered Ark Foundation, a non-profit association
dedicated to the preservation and procreation
of endangered animals. He established the
D.R. and Isla Miller Scholarship Fund to pro-
vide scholarships to deserving Hugo High
School graduates. D.R. established the non-
profit Showman’s Rest Trust Fund to provide
plots, burials and proper markers for indigent
show people.

D.R. provided countless opportunities to cir-
cus artists and fellow dreamers. He was a
friend to all. In January, 1995, he was in-
ducted into the Circus Ring of Fame in Sara-
sota, Florida, with his wife and partner Isla
Marie Miller, who preceded D.R. in passing.
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